
We Thought You Would Be Prettier: A
Captivating Analysis
In the realm of literature, We Thought You Would Be Prettier stands as a
poignant and thought-provoking novel that delves into the complex and
multifaceted nature of beauty, identity, and societal expectations. This
literary masterpiece, penned by acclaimed author Margaret Atwood,
unravels a compelling narrative that challenges conventional notions of
aesthetics and explores the profound impact of external perceptions on the
human psyche.

Unveiling the Protagonist's Journey: Battling Inner Demons and
External Pressures

At the heart of the novel lies the protagonist, Laura, a young woman
grappling with the relentless pressures of societal beauty standards.
Laura's physical appearance, initially perceived as unconventional and
undesirable, becomes a constant source of torment and self-doubt. As she
navigates the complexities of adolescence and adulthood, she finds herself
constantly judged, ridiculed, and marginalized due to her deviation from the
idealized standards of beauty.
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Laura's inner turmoil manifests in vivid dreams and hallucinations, which
serve as a haunting reflection of her insecurities and fears. The novel deftly
intertwines reality and fantasy, blurring the lines between internal and
external perceptions. Through Laura's journey, Atwood exposes the
damaging effects of societal pressures, which can drive individuals to
question their own worth and identity.

The Power of Perspective: Challenging Norms and Embracing
Diversity

We Thought You Would Be Prettier skillfully employs multiple perspectives
to highlight the subjectivity and relativity of beauty. The novel presents a
diverse cast of characters, each with their own unique experiences and
perceptions of physical appearance. Through interactions with others,
Laura gradually begins to challenge her preconceived notions of beauty
and attractiveness.

The novel also explores the idea of beauty as a social construct, shaped by
cultural and historical factors. Atwood weaves in references to art,
literature, and media, demonstrating how societal expectations of beauty
have evolved over time. The novel thus encourages readers to question the
validity of imposed beauty standards and embrace a more inclusive and
diverse understanding of aesthetics.

Symbolism and Metaphor: Unraveling the Deeper Layers
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Atwood masterfully employs symbolism and metaphor throughout the novel
to convey profound themes and emotions. The recurring motif of mirrors
serves as a constant reminder of Laura's preoccupation with her physical
appearance and the distorted perceptions reflected back at her. The use of
masks and disguises further emphasizes the fluidity and malleability of
identity, highlighting the ways in which individuals may conceal their true
selves to conform to external expectations.

The novel's title itself, We Thought You Would Be Prettier, carries a deep
symbolic meaning. It reflects the disappointment and judgment that Laura
encounters from those around her, who fail to appreciate her qualities
beyond her physical appearance. This title serves as a poignant reminder
of the societal bias towards physical beauty and the need to transcend
superficial judgments.

Exploring the Impact of Trauma: Healing and Empowerment

We Thought You Would Be Prettier delves into the profound impact of
trauma on the human psyche. Laura's experiences of bullying, rejection,
and sexual assault leave lasting scars that shape her perception of herself
and the world around her. Atwood sensitively portrays the challenges of
healing from trauma, highlighting the need for support, understanding, and
self-acceptance.

Through Laura's journey towards healing, the novel emphasizes the
importance of resilience, empowerment, and self-love. It encourages
individuals to break free from the shackles of past experiences and reclaim
their own narratives. The novel ultimately offers a message of hope and
empowerment, demonstrating that even in the face of adversity, individuals
possess the strength to overcome and create meaningful lives.



: A Timeless Exploration of Beauty, Identity, and Empowerment

We Thought You Would Be Prettier stands as a timeless masterpiece that
transcends the boundaries of genre and continues to resonate with readers
of all ages. Margaret Atwood's poignant prose and masterful storytelling
delve into the complex and multifaceted nature of beauty, identity, and
societal expectations. Through Laura's journey of self-discovery and
empowerment, the novel challenges conventional notions of aesthetics and
encourages readers to embrace diversity and question the validity of
imposed beauty standards.

Exploring the themes of trauma, resilience, and self-love, We Thought You
Would Be Prettier offers a profound and thought-provoking exploration of
the human experience. It invites readers to reflect on their own perceptions
of beauty, identity, and the impact of societal expectations. Ultimately, the
novel empowers individuals to break free from the confines of external
judgments and embrace their own unique beauty and worth.
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