
Uther And Igraine Warwick Deeping: A
Timeless Tale of Love, Betrayal, and Destiny
Uther And Igraine is a historical novel by Warwick Deeping, first published
in 1947. The novel tells the story of the legendary King Uther Pendragon
and his love for Igraine, the wife of the Duke of Cornwall. The novel is set in
the 5th century AD, during the time of the collapse of the Roman Empire
and the rise of the Anglo-Saxons. Uther And Igraine is a sweeping historical
epic that explores the themes of love, betrayal, and destiny. The novel is
also a vivid portrayal of the violence and chaos of the Dark Ages.
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Plot

The novel begins with the arrival of Uther Pendragon in Cornwall. Uther is a
powerful warlord who has been sent by the High King to subdue the
rebellious Cornish. Uther meets Igraine, the beautiful wife of the Duke of
Cornwall, and is immediately smitten with her. Igraine is also attracted to
Uther, but she is torn between her duty to her husband and her love for
Uther. Uther and Igraine begin a secret affair, which soon leads to Igraine
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becoming pregnant with Uther's child. The Duke of Cornwall discovers the
affair and is enraged. He banishes Igraine from his court and vows to kill
Uther.

Uther and Igraine flee Cornwall and travel to the forest of Broceliande.
They are pursued by the Duke of Cornwall and his men, but they are able
to escape. In the forest, Uther and Igraine are met by Merlin, the wizard.
Merlin tells Uther that he is destined to become the High King of Britain and
that his son by Igraine will be the legendary King Arthur. Uther and Igraine
are married, and they return to Cornwall to face the Duke of Cornwall. The
Duke of Cornwall is defeated and killed, and Uther becomes the High King
of Britain.

Characters

Uther Pendragon is a complex and enigmatic character. He is a powerful
warlord, but he is also a man of passion and compassion. Uther is deeply
in love with Igraine, and he is willing to do anything to be with her. However,
Uther is also a ruthless and ambitious man, and he is willing to use
violence to achieve his goals. Igraine is a beautiful and virtuous woman.
She is torn between her duty to her husband and her love for Uther. Igraine
is a strong and independent woman, but she is also vulnerable and naive.
Merlin is a wise and powerful wizard. He is the guardian of the secrets of
Britain, and he plays a key role in Uther's destiny. Merlin is a mysterious
and enigmatic figure, and he is often seen as a symbol of the power of fate.

Themes

Uther And Igraine is a novel that explores a number of complex and
timeless themes. The novel explores the theme of love, and the power of
love to overcome all obstacles. The novel also explores the theme of



betrayal, and the devastating consequences of betrayal. The novel also
explores the theme of destiny, and the role of fate in human lives.

Historical Context

Uther And Igraine is a historical novel, and it is set in the 5th century AD,
during the time of the collapse of the Roman Empire and the rise of the
Anglo-Saxons. The novel is a vivid portrayal of the violence and chaos of
the Dark Ages. The novel also explores the role of Christianity in the Dark
Ages, and the conflict between the old pagan beliefs and the new Christian
beliefs.

Critical Reception

Uther And Igraine was a critical and commercial success when it was first
published in 1947. The novel was praised for its vivid portrayal of the Dark
Ages, its complex and well-developed characters, and its exploration of
timeless themes. Uther And Igraine has been translated into more than 20
languages, and it remains a popular novel today.

Uther And Igraine is a timeless tale of love, betrayal, and destiny. The novel
is a vivid portrayal of the Dark Ages, and it explores complex and timeless
themes. Uther And Igraine is a must-read for anyone who enjoys historical
fiction, epic romance, or Arthurian legend.
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