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California boasts some of the most diverse and beautiful fly fishing
destinations in the world, from the high-mountain lakes of the Sierra
Nevada to the steelhead-rich rivers of the North Coast. And at the heart of
this fly fishing paradise is a woman named Martina Antiochia, a renowned
guide and instructor who has shared her knowledge and passion for the
sport with countless anglers.

Early Life and Career

Martina Antiochia grew up in the small town of Willows, California, on the
banks of the Sacramento River. She began fly fishing at a young age, and
quickly developed a knack for catching fish. By the time she was a
teenager, she was guiding other anglers on the river, and her reputation as
a skilled fly fisher began to grow.

In 1995, Antiochia founded her own fly fishing guide service, Martina's Fly
Fishing Adventures. Since then, she has guided anglers from all over the
world to some of California's most productive fly fishing waters. She has
also taught fly fishing classes and clinics, and written numerous articles
and books on the subject.
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Guiding and Teaching

Antiochia is known for her exceptional guiding skills. She is patient,
knowledgeable, and always willing to go the extra mile to help her clients
catch fish. She is also a master at teaching fly fishing, and her students
consistently praise her clear and concise instructions.

In addition to her guiding and teaching work, Antiochia is also a strong
advocate for the conservation of California's fisheries. She is a member of
the California Trout Advisory Committee, and she has worked tirelessly to
protect and restore the state's rivers and streams.

Notable Accomplishments

Antiochia has achieved many notable accomplishments in her fly fishing
career. In 2005, she became the first woman to win the California Fly
Fishing Guide of the Year Award. She was also the first woman to be
inducted into the California Fly Fishing Hall of Fame.

In addition to her guiding and teaching work, Antiochia is also an
accomplished author. She has written several books on fly fishing, including
"Fly Fishing for Steelhead" and "Fly Fishing for Trout in California." Her
books are widely regarded as some of the best resources available on
these topics.
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Personal Life

Antiochia is married to fellow fly fisher and guide, Mike Mercer. The couple
lives in Willows, California, and they have two children. When she's not
fishing, Antiochia enjoys spending time outdoors, hiking, biking, and
camping.

Martina Antiochia is a true pioneer in the fly fishing world. She has
shattered stereotypes and paved the way for other women to pursue their
passion for the sport. She is a gifted guide, teacher, and advocate for the
environment, and she has made an immeasurable contribution to the sport
of fly fishing in California.
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