
The Masnavi: One Oxford World Classics - A
Comprehensive Guide to Rumi's Epic Poetic
Masterpiece
: Embarking on a Spiritual Odyssey

In the vast tapestry of world literature, "The Masnavi" stands as an
enduring masterpiece, a testament to the boundless wisdom and spiritual
insights of the 13th-century Persian poet, Jalal ad-Din Rumi. Translated
into English by the renowned scholars A.J. Arberry and Mevlana Rumi
(Coleman Barks),the One Oxford World Classics edition of "The Masnavi"
offers an accessible and profound gateway into Rumi's mystical world.
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With its allegorical narratives, interwoven parables, and evocative imagery,
"The Masnavi" invites readers on a profound spiritual odyssey. Rumi's
genius lies in his ability to transcend cultural and religious boundaries,
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speaking directly to the human heart about love, truth, faith, and the
ultimate quest for union with the divine.

Historical Significance: A Literary and Spiritual Monument

"The Masnavi" holds immense historical significance within the Islamic and
literary worlds. Composed over a period of several years, from 1258 to
1273, it is considered one of the longest poetic works in Persian literature,
comprising over 26,000 couplets.

Rumi's inspiration for "The Masnavi" came from the teachings of his
mentor, Shams-e Tabrizi. This spiritual master guided Rumi on a path of
profound mystical experiences, which deeply influenced his poetic
expression.

Structure and Content: A Labyrinth of Allegory and Parable

"The Masnavi" is structured as a series of interconnected stories, parables,
and anecdotes, each allegorically representing a particular spiritual truth or
principle. Rumi's masterful use of allegory allows him to convey complex
ideas in a vivid and engaging manner, inviting readers to discover their own
interpretations and meanings.

The tales often revolve around everyday situations, human relationships,
and the challenges of everyday life. Through these relatable narratives,
Rumi explores the nature of the ego, the search for truth, the importance of
love and compassion, and the ultimate goal of spiritual transcendence.

Themes and Teachings: A Journey Towards Enlightenment

At the heart of "The Masnavi" lies a profound exploration of spiritual
themes, offering insights into Rumi's unique blend of Sufi mysticism,



Islamic wisdom, and universal truths:

Love: Rumi extols the transformative power of love, both divine and
human. He emphasizes the importance of loving unconditionally,
overcoming the barriers of the ego, and seeking unity with all beings.

Truth: Rumi's search for truth transcends religious dogma and
external knowledge. He encourages readers to embark on an inward
journey, seeking truth through direct experience and connection with
the divine.

Faith: "The Masnavi" explores the nature of faith, emphasizing the
importance of trust, surrender, and submission to a higher power. Rumi
encourages readers to develop an unwavering faith, even amidst life's
challenges.

Spiritual Transcendence: Rumi's ultimate goal is to guide readers
towards spiritual transcendence, a state of union with the divine where
the boundaries of the ego dissolve. He emphasizes the importance of
self-denial, humility, and purification of the heart.

Literary Qualities: A Masterpiece of Persian Poetry

Beyond its spiritual significance, "The Masnavi" is also a testament to
Rumi's literary prowess. His use of rich imagery, vivid metaphors, and
evocative language creates a mesmerizing effect, captivating readers with
its beauty and depth.

Rumi's poetic style is characterized by its fluidity and rhythmic flow, inviting
readers to lose themselves in the enchanting world of his verse. He
skillfully blends Persian literary traditions with his own unique mystical
insights, creating a masterpiece that transcends time and culture.



Reception and Legacy: A Timeless Source of Wisdom

"The Masnavi" has been widely acclaimed and translated into numerous
languages, becoming a timeless source of spiritual wisdom for generations
of readers. Its influence is evident in the works of countless poets, mystics,
and scholars.

Rumi's teachings continue to resonate with seekers of truth and spirituality
today. "The Masnavi" remains an indispensable guide on the path of
spiritual growth, offering profound insights into the human condition and the
ultimate nature of reality.

The One Oxford World Classics Edition: A Gateway to Rumi's Wisdom

The One Oxford World Classics edition of "The Masnavi" is an invaluable
resource for readers seeking to explore Rumi's masterpiece. This
meticulously edited and annotated edition offers a comprehensive to the
historical, literary, and spiritual significance of the work.

With its insightful commentary, detailed notes, and glossary, this edition
makes "The Masnavi" accessible to a wide range of readers, from scholars
and students to those seeking spiritual guidance and inspiration.

: An Invitation to Spiritual Exploration

"The Masnavi: One Oxford World Classics" is an indispensable companion
for those embarking on a journey of spiritual growth and self-discovery.
Rumi's timeless teachings offer a profound exploration of love, truth, and
the ultimate nature of being.

Whether you are a seasoned student of mysticism or simply seeking a
deeper understanding of life's mysteries, "The Masnavi" invites you to



immerse yourself in a world of spiritual wisdom and poetic beauty.

Allow Rumi's words to guide you on a transformative journey, as he unveils
the secrets of the heart and reveals the path towards true enlightenment.
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