
The 19th Wife: How One Woman Brought
Polygamous Cult Leaders to Justice
In the remote, isolated community of Bountiful, British Columbia, a
charismatic cult leader held sway over dozens of women, forcing them into
polygamous marriages. The Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints (FLDS Church) was a closed society, cut off from the
outside world. Women were expected to obey their husbands without
question, and any dissent was met with severe punishment.
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Carolyn Jessop was one of those women. She was married off to a
polygamist husband when she was just 18 years old. She endured years of
abuse and sexual violence, and she was forced to give birth to 18 children.
But Carolyn was determined to escape the FLDS Church and to expose the
horrors that were happening within its walls.
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In 2003, Carolyn finally escaped from Bountiful with her eight youngest
children. She went to the authorities and told them everything she knew
about the FLDS Church. Her testimony was a key factor in the prosecution
of the cult leaders, Warren Jeffs and Lyle Jeffs.

Warren Jeffs was the leader of the FLDS Church. He was a self-proclaimed
prophet who claimed to have direct communication with God. Jeffs was a
charismatic figure, and he had a hypnotic power over his followers. He
used his power to control every aspect of their lives, from their marriages to
their finances.

Lyle Jeffs was Warren Jeffs' brother and right-hand man. He was
responsible for enforcing Warren Jeffs' rules and punishments. Lyle Jeffs
was a brutal and sadistic man, and he was feared by all who knew him.

In 2007, Warren Jeffs was arrested and charged with sexual assault and
child abuse. He was convicted and sentenced to life in prison plus 20
years. Lyle Jeffs was also arrested and charged with child abuse. He was
convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison.

Carolyn Jessop's testimony was a major turning point in the fight against
polygamy and cult abuse. Her courage and determination helped to bring
the FLDS Church leaders to justice and to free the women and children
who were trapped in its clutches.

Carolyn Jessop's story is an inspiring example of the power of one person
to make a difference. She is a survivor who has overcome incredible
adversity to become a voice for the voiceless. Her story is a reminder that
we all have the potential to stand up to injustice and to fight for what is
right.



Carolyn Jessop's Testimony

Carolyn Jessop's testimony was a key factor in the prosecution of the
FLDS Church leaders. She testified about the physical and sexual abuse
that she endured, and she described how Warren Jeffs controlled every
aspect of her life.

Carolyn's testimony was powerful and moving. She spoke with a quiet
dignity, but her words were damning. She described how Jeffs forced her to
marry a man she didn't know, and how he abused her physically and
sexually.

Carolyn also testified about how Jeffs controlled the women in his cult. He
told them what to wear, what to eat, and who they could talk to. He isolated
them from the outside world, and he made them believe that he was the
only one who could save them.

Carolyn's testimony helped to expose the horrors that were happening
within the FLDS Church. It also helped to convince the jury that Warren
Jeffs was a dangerous and manipulative cult leader.

The Impact of Carolyn Jessop's Testimony

Carolyn Jessop's testimony had a major impact on the prosecution of the
FLDS Church leaders. It helped to convince the jury that Warren Jeffs was
guilty of sexual assault and child abuse, and it led to his conviction and life
sentence.

Carolyn's testimony also helped to raise awareness of the issue of
polygamy and cult abuse. It showed the world that these practices are still



happening in the 21st century, and it inspired other victims to come forward
and share their stories.

Carolyn's courage and determination have made a real difference in the
world. She has helped to bring the FLDS Church leaders to justice, and she
has helped to raise awareness of the issue of polygamy and cult abuse.

Resources for Victims of Polygamy and Cult Abuse

If you are a victim of polygamy or cult abuse, there are resources available
to help you. The following organizations provide support and resources to
victims of these crimes:

Free the Children

Break Free from Cult

Cult Watch

Help Guide
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