Pokémon Cards: The Unofficial Ultimate
Collector's Guide

Pokémon cards were first released in Japan in 1996, as a companion to the
popular Pokémon video games. The cards quickly became a hit, and were
released in North America in 1999.

The early Pokémon card sets were based on the first generation of
Pokémon, which included 151 creatures. As the Pokémon franchise grew,
so did the number of cards. Today, there are over 800 different Pokémon
cards available, with new sets being released regularly.

The early Pokémon cards were simple, featuring a picture of a Pokémon on
one side and a list of its stats on the other. Over time, the cards have

evolved to become more complex, with new features and mechanics being
added.
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Some of the most notable changes to Pokémon cards over the years

include:

The addition of foil cards, which are cards that have a shiny surface.
The of holographic cards, which are cards that have a 3D effect.

The release of EX cards, which are powerful cards that feature
stronger Pokémon.

The addition of GX cards, which are even more powerful than EX
cards.

The of V cards, which are the latest type of Pokémon card.

The value of a Pokémon card is determined by a number of factors,

including its rarity, condition, and popularity.

Rarity: The rarity of a card is indicated by a symbol on the bottom of
the card. The most common cards are denoted by a black circle, while
the rarest cards are denoted by a gold star.

Condition: The condition of a card is also important in determining its
value. Cards that are in mint condition are worth more than cards that
are damaged or have creases.

Popularity: The popularity of a card can also affect its value. Cards
featuring popular Pokémon or from popular sets are typically worth
more than cards featuring less popular Pokémon or from less popular
sets.

There are many different ways to collect Pokémon cards. Some collectors

focus on collecting complete sets, while others focus on collecting specific



Pokémon or types of cards.

No matter what your collecting strategy, there are a few tips that can help
you build a valuable and impressive collection:

= Start small: Don't try to collect too many cards all at once. Start by
focusing on a specific set or type of card, and gradually add to your
collection over time.

= Buy the best condition cards you can afford: The condition of a
card is important in determining its value. When possible, buy cards
that are in mint condition.

= Store your cards properly: Pokémon cards should be stored in a
cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight. Use card sleeves and
toploaders to protect your cards from damage.

= Be patient: Collecting Pokémon cards takes time and effort. Don't get
discouraged if you don't find the cards you're looking for right away.
Keep searching, and eventually you'll build a collection that you're
proud of.

Pokémon cards are a fun and rewarding hobby that can be enjoyed by
people of all ages. Whether you're a seasoned collector or just starting out,
this guide has everything you need to know to become an expert on all
things Pokémon cards.
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