Distant Skies: An American Journey on
Horseback

In the summer of 2015, | set out on a horseback journey across the
American West. | had always dreamed of riding through the vast and empty
landscapes of the Great Plains, the Rocky Mountains, and the Pacific
Northwest. | wanted to experience the freedom and solitude of the open
range, and to see the country from a perspective that few people ever get

to see.
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| started my journey in the small town of Sheridan, Wyoming. | bought a
horse named Spirit, a beautiful black mustang with a wild spirit. We rode
together for over 3,000 miles, through some of the most beautiful and
challenging terrain in the country.
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We crossed the Great Plains, where the wind whipped across the open
prairie and the sky stretched out forever. We climbed through the Rocky
Mountains, where the air was thin and the views were breathtaking. We
rode through the Pacific Northwest, where the forests were dense and the
rivers were wild.

Along the way, | met many interesting people. | stayed with ranchers and
farmers, cowboys and Indians. | learned about the history of the West and
the people who have lived here for centuries.

| also faced many challenges. | got lost in the wilderness, | was caught in a
blizzard, and | was nearly swept away by a river. But through it all, Spirit
was my constant companion. He was a strong and loyal horse, and he
never gave up on me.

After six months of riding, | reached the Pacific Ocean. | stood on the
beach and watched the waves crash against the shore. | felt a sense of
accomplishment and gratitude. | had traveled across the entire country on
horseback, and | had seen some of the most beautiful places in the world.

My journey on horseback was an experience that | will never forget. It was
a challenge, but it was also one of the most rewarding experiences of my
life. | learned a lot about myself, about the country, and about the bond
between humans and animals.

If you have ever dreamed of riding across the American West, | encourage
you to do it. It is an experience that will change your life.

Here are some tips for planning a horseback riding journey:



= Choose a horse that is well-trained and experienced in long-distance
riding.

= Plan your route carefully and make sure to have a backup plan in case
of bad weather or other emergencies.

= Pack light and only bring essential gear.
= Be prepared for all types of weather conditions.
= Be patient and enjoy the journey.
| hope that my story inspires you to embark on your own horseback riding

adventure. The American West is a vast and beautiful place, and there is
no better way to see it than from the back of a horse.

Image Gallery

Here are some photos from my horseback riding journey:
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