Challenging Backpacking Route From Rubha
Hunish To Broadford Cicerone Walking

Prepare yourself for an adventure that will test your limits and reward you
with breathtaking vistas. The Rubha Hunish to Broadford Cicerone Walking
Route is a captivating backpacking trail that traverses the rugged
landscapes of the Scottish Highlands. This comprehensive guide will serve
as your trusty companion, providing invaluable insights, tips, and
recommendations to ensure an unforgettable journey.
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Route Overview

The Rubha Hunish to Broadford Cicerone Walking Route spans
approximately 135 miles (217 kilometers) and typically takes between 7 to
10 days to complete. The trail begins at the remote Cape Wrath, the most
northwesterly point of mainland Britain, and winds its way through a
captivating tapestry of mountains, glens, and coastline.
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The route is renowned for its challenging terrain, with steep ascents,
rugged paths, and unpredictable weather conditions. Yet, the rewards are
equally substantial. Hikers will be immersed in a raw and untamed
wilderness, where they will encounter breathtaking views, encounter
fascinating wildlife, and experience a profound connection with nature.

Highlights of the Route

Prepare to be captivated by the myriad of highlights that the Rubha Hunish
to Broadford Cicerone Walking Route has to offer:

1. Cape Wrath: Embark on your adventure from the iconic Cape Wrath,
a dramatic headland that marks the northwesternmost point of
mainland Britain.

2. Neptunes Staircase: Marvel at the engineering marvel of Neptunes
Staircase, a series of eight locks that raise boats a total of 19 meters.

3. Glenfinnan Viaduct: Capture the moment as you cross the legendary
Glenfinnan Viaduct, featured in the Harry Potter films.

4. The Five Sisters of Kintail: Trek through the shadow of the majestic
Five Sisters of Kintail, a series of towering peaks.

5. The Isle of Skye: Explore the enchanting Isle of Skye, a haven of
rugged beauty with soaring cliffs and shimmering lochs.
Accommodation

Planning your accommodation along the Rubha Hunish to Broadford
Cicerone Walking Route is crucial for a comfortable and enjoyable journey.
Here's a breakdown of your options:



Wild Camping

Embrace the spirit of adventure and immerse yourself in nature by wild
camping along the trail. Scotland has a strong tradition of responsible wild
camping, allowing you to pitch your tent in designated areas. Remember to
follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code and leave no trace of your
presence.

Bothies

Scattered throughout the route are bothies, basic mountain shelters that
provide a roof over your head and a place to rest. Bothies are typically free
to use but may require a small donation. Be prepared for communal
sleeping arrangements and limited amenities.

Hostels and Inns

If you prefer a more comfortable stay, there are several hostels and inns
located along the route. These establishments offer a range of amenities,
including private rooms, hot showers, and dining options. Reservations are
recommended, especially during peak season.

Gear Recommendations

To fully embrace the challenges and joys of the Rubha Hunish to Broadford
Cicerone Walking Route, it's essential to equip yourself with the appropriate
gear. Here's a checklist of essentials:

Backpack

Invest in a reliable backpack with a capacity of 50-60 liters. Look for a pack
with a comfortable fit, adjustable straps, and plenty of compartments for
organizing your gear.



Walking Boots

Your walking boots are your most important piece of equipment. Choose a
pair that provides excellent support, stability, and protection for your feet.
Break them in thoroughly before embarking on your journey.

Clothing

Pack lightweight, moisture-wicking clothing that can be layered to adapt to
changing weather conditions. Include a waterproof jacket, base layers,
fleece layers, and hiking pants.

Navigation

Carry a map and compass and ensure you know how to use them.
Additionally, consider downloading offline maps on your smartphone or
GPS device as a backup.

First Aid Kit

Be prepared for minor injuries and ailments with a well-stocked first aid kit.
Include antiseptic wipes, bandages, pain relievers, and any necessary
medications.

Water Bottle and Purification System

Stay hydrated by carrying a reusable water bottle and a water purification
system. There are plenty of water sources along the route, but it's important
to treat the water before drinking it.

Planning Your Trip

Meticulous planning is key to a successful backpacking adventure. Here
are some tips to help you prepare:



Fitness Training

Start training several months before your trip to build up your endurance
and strength. Gradually increase the distance and elevation gain of your
hikes.

Resupply Points

Plan your resupply points where you can replenish your food and supplies.
There are several towns and villages along the route where you can stock
up on essentials.

Weather Conditions

Be prepared for unpredictable weather conditions in the Scottish Highlands.
Pack layers of clothing, including waterproof gear, and be ready to adjust
your plans if necessary.

Safety Considerations

The Rubha Hunish to Broadford Cicerone Walking Route is a challenging
trail with potential hazards. Inform someone about your itinerary, carry a
whistle or personal locator beacon, and be aware of your surroundings.

Insider Tips

Elevate your backpacking experience with these insider tips:

Book Accommodation Early

Secure your accommodation, especially during peak season, to avoid
disappointment and potential detours.

Consider a Guided Tour



If you prefer a guided experience, consider joining an organized group.
This option provides peace of mind, expert leadership, and the opportunity
to connect with fellow hikers.

Leave No Trace

Respect the fragile environment by following the Scottish Outdoor Access
Code. Pack out all your trash, minimize your impact on wildlife, and leave
no trace of your presence.

Embrace the Experience

The Rubha Hunish to Broadford Cicerone Walking Route is a journey of
both physical and mental endurance. Embrace the challenges, savor the
solitude, and create memories that will last a lifetime.

The Rubha Hunish to Broadford Cicerone Walking Route is an unparalleled
adventure that will challenge your limits, ignite your spirit, and leave an
enduring mark on your soul. By following the insights, tips, and
recommendations outlined in this guide, you will be well-equipped to
embark on this transformative journey and create an unforgettable
backpacking
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